
 

 
 

                                    March 19, 2020 

To my dear Parishioners,                        (Rev. March 30, 2020)  
     

 

Given the current COVID-19 emergency, I am writing to share the changes we have had to make, in the interest of 

protecting the health and well-being of all involved - in terms of all future funerals (i.e., graveside Committal 

Ceremonies) connected with St. Pius X - for the foreseeable future. I realize that these are certainly not ideal 

options, especially when a family is in distress and dealing with the grief of having lost a loved one. However, in 

these less-than-ideal times, the following is the very best we can offer to our bereaved, given the present 

circumstances. Please know that much thought and reflection has gone into this plan, and it was not done lightly. 

We know well how important a funeral is to the family and friends of a deceased loved one, and the following 

restrictions are only adopted as necessary precautions, due to the severity and virulence of the coronavirus. 
 

 

 

A) No Funeral Vigil Prayer Service - whether in the church, the funeral home, or any other venue. 
 

 

B) Committal Ceremony only (Sadly, we are unable to offer Funeral Masses at this time.) 

1) A Committal Ceremony will be held at the graveside, only. (No type of Funeral Ceremony may be held 

indoors -whether in the church, the funeral home, or any other indoor venue.)  

2) No Tent is to be erected, either, as it results in people gathering more closely than 6ft apart. (If a tent is 

erected, we will - regrettably - not be able to conduct the Committal Ceremony.) 

3) Immediate family only. (That is, only a total of ten persons - including immediate family members - may 

join at the graveside. These ten are to be chosen by the family members as they are making the funeral 

arrangements. For the safety of everyone involved, all others in attendance are to remain in their cars during 

the Committal Ceremony.)   
 

 

C) Scheduling - due to emergent obligations and a growing, critical need for the Sacraments (including being on- 

call for Last Rites and Viaticum during this COVID-19 crisis), we are limited to offering the following two  

times for a Committal Ceremony: 10:30 AM or 11:30 AM (Mon - Thurs). 
 

 

D) Outline of all Committal Ceremonies, until further notice: 

 1) Arrival at Graveside 

 2) Committal Ceremony 

  a) Opening Prayer 

b) Brief Reading from Sacred Scripture 

c) Petitions for Deceased and for the Grieving 

  d) Prayers of Commendation and Committal 

  e) Closing Prayer and Blessing over the Bereaved 

 3) If applicable: Military Honor Ceremony 

 4) Conclusion and Dismissal 

 5) Departure 
 

 

At some point in the future, once this time of pandemic hardship has passed, our parish hopes to be able to offer a 

Memorial Mass (in which the remains of the deceased are not present) for all of the folks who pass away in the 

midst of this current plight. Thank you for your patience and understanding in this matter, during these very trying 

times. May God bless you, and keep you in His love, 
 

 

Fr. David J. Young  

Pastor 


